HINDU TALES FROM THE SANSKRIT
CHAPTER III.
SUBHA DATTA, though lie certainly did love Ms wife and children, was so tempted at the idea of stopping in the forest with the beautiful girls^that, after hesitating a little while, he said, " Yes, I will stop with you, if you are quite sure all will Tbe well with my dear ones/'
" You need not be afraid about that,5' said another of the girls. " We are fairies, you see, and we can do all sorts of wonderful things. It isn't even necessary for us to go where your dear ones are. "We shall just wish them everything they want, and they will get it. And the first thing to be done is to give you some food. You must work for us in return, of course."
Subha Datta at once replied, " I will do anything you wish." .
" Well, begin by sweeping away all the dead leaves from the clearing, and then we will all sit down and eat together."
Subha Datta was .very glad that what he was asked to do was so easy. He began by cutting a branch from a tree, and with it he swept th& floor of what was to be the dining-room. Then he looked about for the food, but he could see nothing but a great big pitcher standing in the shade of a tree, the branches of which hung over the clearing. So he said to one of the fairi^, " Will you show me where the food is, and exactly where you would like me to set it out ? "'